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It’s been 10 years since Google’s (GOOGL) initial public 
offering and it’s had a fantastic run, up almost 1,100%. 
Google’s a fabulous stock and one of the largest positions 
in my charitable trust, Action Alerts PLUS. But, it got 
me thinking. Are there other built-to-last stocks that have 
outperformed Google over the last 10 years?

Yes, there are. Eleven of them, in fact. Many of them are 
household names you should own.

Investors looking for real growth could have invested in 
Keurig Green Mountain (GMCR), up 7,900%, or Monster 
Beverage (MNST), up 6,500%, over the past 10 years. 
These were hated all the way up and considered to be flukes. 
But, with growth that large and for so long, they cannot be 
flukes. Keurig is the biggest revolution in your kitchen, but has 
such fabulous growth that stodgy Coca-Cola (KO) recently 
took a big position in it. Same with Monster, which sells the 
biggest drink other than water -- and you can’t invest in water. 
I think they will both keep going higher, but even if they flat-
line, which Monster has done recently, then Coca-Cola can 
buy it outright, perhaps at a large premium.

How about Priceline (PCLN)? This is the anti-snob stock 
and fits right into the theme of New Frugality that I wrote 
about in Get Rich Carefully. Priceline put up fantastic 
numbers while it expanded from domestic to international and 
harder times led to increased sales as it pulled away from its 
competition. Wall Street analysts, perhaps because they are 
often rich and, yes, snobs, have continually misunderstood 
and underestimated this terrific company, which has become 
the de facto way to travel for tens of millions of people around 
the globe. It is the Google of all things travel, up 6,200% in 
the last 10 years and now, with its purchase of OpenTable 
(OPEN), can become the Google of all things eating. Almost 
every time it reports, it gets hammered. I recommend buying it 
when it dips.

I can’t keep Apple (AAPL) off the list, which is another core 
holding of Action Alerts PLUS and has been a favorite for 
years. Apple is up 4,500% over the last 10 years and is a 
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stock you should own, not trade. Wall Street plays a parlor game every quarter around Apple earnings, based on the 
latest sales numbers and projections. Ignore the Wall Street analysts. That’s not how you judge Apple. I’m excited 
about iPhone 6 and wearables. I will buy both immediately when they come out. You probably will, too. I own Apple. 
You probably should, too. Yes, Apple hit a rough patch after Steve Jobs passed away, but it looks to be back on 
track (not to mention that Apple is now cheaper than the average stock in the S&P 500).

How about some biotech names, which are also covered extensively in Get Rich Carefully? I first recommended 
Alexion Pharmaceuticals (ALXN) in 2008 and it is up 4,100% in the last 10 years. Regeneron (REGN) is also 
up 4,100% over that time and is one of my Four Horsemen of the Biotech Apocalypse. In fact, Regeneron CEO Len 
Shchleifer was literally the first person I ever had on Mad Money. At that time it traded for $5 and I’ve pounded the 
table to buy the stock ever since because Regeneron is a research and development machine. The company has 
an incredible antibody discovery platform that drives its new drug pipeline and this platform is so good that Sanofi 
(SNY) pays $160 million annually just to have access to it. Plus, Sanofi is a large Regeneron shareholder and keeps 
snapping up additional shares on the open market, putting upward pressure on the stock. Regeneron is cheap 
based on earnings projections for the out-years, so when it pulls back, and it does pull back often, that is a good 
time to snap it up yourself. 

What can I say about Celgene (CELG), up 1,250%, and Gilead Sciences (GILD), up 1,100% in the last 10 
years, that I haven’t said already? They are two of my Four Horsemen of the Biotech Apocalypse and are high on my 
recommend list.  Celgene has a three-legged stool of innovative drugs, including blood cancer, cancer and arthritis 
treatments, three legs that could each turn out to have multiple billions of dollars of revenue in the next few years. 
Despite having bankable management and a terrific stable of prospects, as well as one of the best pipelines in the 
industry, the stock is remarkably cheap given what it can earn in the next few years. Endlessly-galloping Gilead 
also has a healthy pipeline, including HIV, cardiovascular and some potentially lucrative cancer treatments, but its 
hepatitis C drug, Sovaldi, is the only approved drug that cures hep C, not just control it, and could be as big as 
the anticholesterol drugs were for Merck (MRK) and Pfizer (PFE). Although it was approved only last December, 
Sovaldi already has sales of $5.75 billion. Gilead is also incredibly cheap compared with earnings projections in the 
out-years and its share price should climb along with its new drug sales.

What’s to watch on TV tonight?  How about we skip television altogether and go right to Netflix (NFLX)? Netflix 
is up 2,900% over the last 10 years by changing the living room the way Keurig has changed the kitchen; both are 
now indispensable. Netflix is a really cultural shift story, a rebellion story, a story about what young people want. 
Netflix is about not doing what your moronic, pre-Web triceratops parents did when they bowed in obedience to the 
network gods. It is about being mad as hell and only watching what you want. Believe me, for that you would pay a 
heck of a lot more than what Netflix charges.

Netflix says that its recent increase in subs -- they now have 50 million -- is coming from original content, such 
as Orange Is the New Black. If you haven’t seen the show, let’s just say it is about the travails and alternative 
lifestyles in a woman’s prison and it is my favorite program on air today, garnering 12 Emmy nominations. The 
analysts continue to hate Netflix because they measure the company using traditional metrics and its earnings per 
share, but when investors are unsure about how to value a stock I say take look at the ultimate opportunity.  If the 
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opportunity is huge, the stock could reflect that. Netflix has the potential to reach a total adjustable market of 7 
billion subscribers and the stock should keep going up along with its subscriber base.  

There is a real surprise on this list, Western Digital (WDC). I used to have a large position in it when I ran my 
hedge fund in the 1980s and it is up 1,300% in the last 10 years. The company sells back-up digital storage, 
meaning that the more pictures you take, the more you need it. It’s now often flagged as being overvalued, but I 
don’t see the need for digital storage going away any time soon.

The final name on the list is Salesforce.com (CRM), up 1,700% over the last 10 years, and another stock that I 
cannot recommend enough, ever since visionary CEO Marc Benioff first came on Mad Money in November 2008.   
Salesforce.com is the dominant software-as-a-service company, revolutionizing customer acquisition and relations 
management and practically invented the cloud.  Most importantly, this is also the social media company for the 
enterprises, the large-scale corporations trying to increase sales for whatever business in which they might be. 
Marc is one of the most bankable men I know and understands the current tech environment perhaps better than 
anyone else out there. Like Google, Salesforce just celebrated its 10th year as a public company and its growth is 
accelerating, up 38% year over year in the most recent quarter. When I asked Marc recently why Salesforce’s stock 
is flat on the year, he told me that he’s not focused on the quarterly ups and downs of stock price, but rather on the 
running his company for the next 10 years. That’s what I like to hear from a CEO.

I’d buy any of these names.

 
 
Jim Cramer, Founder of TheStreet

 
P.S. Get a FREE copy of my newest book, Get Rich Carefully, when you join Action Alerts 
PLUS and watch me take on the markets each trading day. You get the upper hand when 
I tell you what  I am buying and selling before I take action. Follow this link now to get the 
details on how you can get a FREE copy of my just-published book today!

 
Sign up for Action Alerts PLUS today to see my entire portfolio  

and I’ll send you an autographed copy of Get Rich Carefully!
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